Editorial Introduction for the Topical Issue "Objects Across the Traditions" Kleinherenbrink and Simon Gusman, offers an ontology of social objects through a comparative analysis of Sartre and Harman. Resisting the materialist reduction of social objects into supposedly more fundamental constitutive parts, the authors enlist Sartre's ideas of practico-inert being and group formation in order to fill out Harman's immaterialist ontology, which Kleinherenbrink and Gusman claim lacks a full-fledged account of social objects. In a second attempt to extend the work of Harman, Noah Roderick follows up with an essay on the concept of features and provides us with an account of what features would look like in object-oriented ontology. To do so, Roderick offers an aesthetic account of similarity (and, consequently, difference) as an emergent process of repetition. Sam Mickey then brings Harman's work into dialogue with what Mickey, following Derrida, calls the "post-deconstructive realism" of Nancy. Often seen as a formidable brand of anti-realism, Mickey argues that Nancy's deconstruction is allied with realism insofar as it effects a strident critique of phenomenological accounts of touch and embodiment. Whereas Harman often distances himself from Nancy, Mickey shows how Harman's own thinking about objects and touch can supplement Nancy's realist sympathies. The final two papers, by Drew Dalton and Gabriel Chin, put Harman's thinking to work in ethics and literary theory. Dalton begins to develop an account of objective evil before outlining a complementary account of object-oriented ethics, enlisting Schopenhauer and Spinoza along the way. Dalton considers the possibility that objects are not, as commonly believed, "morally neutral," while advancing the provocative thesis that the laws of physics can help us judge the determinate ethical value of objects. Chin concludes the issue by applying the insights of object-oriented philosophy to the literary works of Don DeLillo and Haruki Murakami. Reading the genre of magic realism through the lens of object-oriented metaphysics, argues Chin, yields a new method of formalism that cuts across established "national, cultural, and canonical boundaries."
